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be reconciled with him, he answered that he would die
sooner than surrender to such a man. Then, not confiding
in the inhabitants of Quito, he evacuated the town, and en-
camped on a small plain three miles outside of it. Gonzalo,
who had sharp spies everywhere, heard of the viceroy's flight
and countermarches, so immediately altered his course, and
the following day arrived in sight of the enemy. The vice-
roy imprudently faced him; the battle soon began, and
Pizarro's arquebuzeers in the first assault killed some of their
opponents. Then the cavalry hampered the viceroy, who
fought valiantly, and Captain Cepeda coming up, repulsed
them. But the viceroy fell from his horse, and, in conse-
quence of the great weight of his armour, was unable to rise
again. Not being recognized, the sacrestano of Quito went
towards him to discover who he was, and when leaning over
him, the viceroy said," Don't do me any injury, I am the vice-
roy." The sacrestano replied, " You are the man we seek;"
and then informed the Licentiate Caravaial, who wishing for
nothing so much as to revenge the death of his brother the
king's factor, was about to dismount in order to despatch
him, when Pietro de Puelis prevented his doing so, saying
that it was not suitable to his station to commit such an act;
therefore, calling one of his slaves, he ordered him to put
the viceroy to death and then cut off his head. This trophy
was carried to Quito, put in the place where malefactors'
heads are exposed; and, as a still greater disgrace, there
were not wanting people to pull his beard; but his body
being taken to Quito, the governor ordered it to be buried
the next day.
There died five Spaniards in this battle on the Pmrrist
side, and on the other a few more.1 The governor then be-
1 This account by no means agrees with the assertions of Zaratc, who
states that the royalists lost about two hundred men, and the victors only
seven. He also says Pizarro caused the body of the viceroy to bo car-
ried to Quito, and there interred with much pomp and solemnity. Thin
battle was fought on the 16th January, 154C. (Trans.)